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whenever he liked, and he often did himself
that pleasure, for he enjoyed the delicate sarcasm
of the painter, his pointed chit-chat, and his
Parisian tact and practical philosophy.
In  1888 the  Prince  and Princess  of Wales
expressed their willingness to reside for a portion
of every year in Ireland;  and in the autumn of
1889 Sir Richard Webster, the Attorney-General
(the Lord Alverstone of to-day), in one of his
speeches hinted that the Government might con-
sent to introduce a Home Rule Bill framed to meet
the views of the Irish Nationalists.   This intima-
tion by a member of Lord Salisbury's Government
was much ridiculed by the Radical papers ; but I
believe Lord Alverstone was speaking from his
brief, and that there was a probability that a Tory
Home Rule Bill would be introduced*   Colour was
given to this belief in 1912 by Mr. Swift MacNeill,
K.C., M-P., who,  at Letterkenny, Co. Donegal,
said that few of the Tory leaders were in their
hearts  opposed  to Home Rule, and that Lord
Beaconsfield was personally a Home Ruler.   He
quoted the following passage from a speech of
Lord Rosebery's at Scarborough on January 24,
1889:  " Mr. Pierrepoint, who was United States
Ambassador in England about 1877, has lately
contributed an article to an American magazine
which is well worthy of your attention.   He said
that in 1877 he had a conversation with Lord
Beaconsfield relative to the affairs of Ireland.   He
said it was so important that he "made copious
extracts from it in his diary that very day, and I